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The Wild Band of Comanche from Oklahoma perform during the 2009 Intertribal Pow-Wow at Live Oak Camp. This year’s annual event begins Saturday. //Staff file 

Native American culture will be celebrated this weekend when the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians host their 15th annual Intertribal Pow-Wow at Live Oak Camp, from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday.

Although pow-wows are not traditionally a part of the Chumash culture, other Native American tribes have gathered for thousands of years at pow-wows to dance, sing, socialize and heal, tribal officials said.

“The Chumash Pow-Wow is an opportunity for us to share and celebrate our culture,” Tribal Chairman Vincent Armenta said in a written statement.

Each year, the Chumash Pow-Wow is organized by a committee of tribal volunteers. Dominica Valencia, a tribal member and long-time Santa Ynez Valley resident, is the co-chair for 2010 with help from tribal elder Elaine Schneider.

The tribe’s first pow-wow was held in the early 1970s on its reservation with just a few dancers and spectators. Some of the first pow-wows were held as fundraisers for a new system to provide running water for the tribal members living on the reservation.

Through the years, the pow-wow has grown into a showcase for tribes in their traditional regalia. Vendors at the pow-wow range from food booths to artists selling jewelry, clothing, and arts and crafts. The pow-wow consistently attracts more than 150 dancers and nearly 3,000 spectators.

There is no charge for admission or camping at Live Oak, which is a Santa Barbara County park just west of Lake Cachuma, with an entrance road next to Rancho San Marcos golf course. Parking costs $3.

For more information, call 688-7997.

