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Musicians sing and perform in their drum circle during last year's Intertribal Pow-Wow. 
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Live Oak Campground in the Santa Ynez Valley will be filled this weekend with the sounds of American Indian singing and drumming. 

The 15th annual Intertribal Pow-Wow, hosted by the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, will be held from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Saturday and from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. 

Pow-wows are not a traditional Chumash event, but the tribe has historically hosted others for a weekend of dancing, singing, socializing and healing. 

Many local Central Coast Chumash participate, either by dancing or drumming, and many make their own intricate tribal regalia. 

"The Chumash pow-wow is an opportunity for us to share and celebrate our culture," said Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman, in a statement. 

The event often draws about 300 dancers and thousands of spectators. 

Pow-wows are historically more popular with tribes from the Midwest and Plains states, and many of their memberships will be represented this weekend. 

A traditional and solemn gourd dance kicks-off each day at noon, with the colorful and cheerful grand entry of participants at 1 p.m. each day. A Chumash healing circle will be held around 3 p.m. Saturday. 

The pow-wow is organized by a team of Chumash tribal volunteers. The committee this year is co-chaired by Dominica Valencia and tribal elder Elaine Schneider. 

"The pow-wow is a great event for the whole family to attend," said Ms. Valencia. "There is something for everyone to enjoy; from shopping at the arts and craft booths to story telling to the healing circle." 

Additional committee members include: Adelina Alva-Padilla, Virginia Ortega, Eva Pagaling, John Schneider, Jacy Romero, Kristina Talaugon, Norma Lavan, Sarah Moses, Raymond Ventura and Willie Wyatt. 

The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash began holding pow-wows periodically starting in the early 1970s as a way to raise money to purchase new water systems. 

The dance competitions during the weekend attract participants from the age of "tiny tots" to elders. Dances include categories such as northern traditional and Southern straight, grass and fancy dances. Women's dances include Northern and southern buckskin and Northern and Southern Cloth, Jingle dress and fancy shawl. 

The honored role of "Head Man" this year goes to Julian Phoenix, while "Head Lady" is Shelah Panjwani. Arena director is Ben Wolf and the master of ceremonies is again Tom Phillips. Northern host drums are the Black Lodge Singers from White Swan, Wash., and the Southern Host Drums are Young Bird from Pawnee, Okla. Head Gourd Dancer is Saginaw Grant and Tabulator is Eva Garfield. 

Prizes for top dancers can range as high as $800. 

In addition to singing and dancing performances, the pow-wow typically includes dozens of vendors and informational booths, selling items such as jewelry, American Indian art, clothing and more. There will be eight food booths offering Native American food as well as other fare. 

The pow-wow takes place at the campground, which is located off State Route 154. The event is free, but there is a $3 parking fee. Donations from the parking this year will benefit the Grizzly Youth Academy, a five-month residential program run by the California National Guard and the Grizzly Challenge Charter School. 

Traffic along 154 may be affected by the event. 

For more information on the pow-wow, call 688-7997. 


