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	New fire truck equipment unveiled
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Richard Gomez, vice chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, holds a new chainsaw that will be carried by the new ladder truck at Fire Station 1 of the Santa Barbara City Fire Department. The tribe donated $50,000 to equip the truck. 
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Vincent Armenta, chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, sits behind the wheel of the new ladder truck Tuesday at the Santa Barbara City Fire Department's Fire Station 1. 
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SANTA BARBARA - The Santa Barbara City Fire Department unveiled its new fire-truck equipment Tuesday at Fire Station No. 1. 

The equipment was purchased with a $50,000 grant from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, Santa Barbara City Fire Chief Andrew DiMizio told those gathered at the press conference. 

"With this equipment, we're going to be able to outfit two ladder trucks with the same kind of equipment complements," Fire Chief DiMizio told the News-Press. 

If one fire truck is in need of service, firefighters won't have to move equipment from one truck to another, Fire Chief DiMizio said. 

"It also allows us, if we have a greater alarm emergency, to stock both ladder trucks to respond to that kind of large emergency," he said. 

"That's a kind of capability we haven't had before." 

The Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians recognized the fire department's need, said Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians. 

"We try make a difference in the community, and in any organization that provides well-needed services ... whether it be for education or public services," Mr. Armenta said. 


