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	Chumash foundation returning the favor to nonprofits
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Ken Kahn, secretary/treasurer of the business committee of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, speaks to grant recipients Thursday at the Willows Restaurant. Above, Foundation Administrator Veronica Sandoval thanked the recipients for their work. 
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Motivational speaker Craig Valentine speaks to nonprofit leaders at Thursday's Legacy Luncheon 
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Leaders of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation said they are more than grateful to hand out grants and financial awards to local nonprofit organizations. 

Not so long ago, many tribal members were among the recipients of aid -- food, clothing, health care, social services -- provided by organizations in Santa Barbara County, foundation members said. 

Since the tribe is financially bolstered by its Chumash Casino Resort and other ventures such as a spa, gas station and restaurants, the foundation routinely hands out charitable donations. 

On Thursday, the Chumash Foundation hosted its first semi-annual Legacy Luncheon for a number of grant recipients at The Willows restaurant in the casino resort. 

The foundation closed its first funding cycle for 2011 just a few weeks ago, after receiving almost 300 requests for program and capital grants, in-kind donations, volunteer hours and event sponsorships, said Veronica Sandoval, the foundation's administrator. 

During the luncheon, $148,000 in grant checks were handed over to nonprofit leaders who attended. So far this year, the six-year-old foundation has awarded $413,000. 

"Our commitment to the nonprofits in our community extends beyond financial services," said Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman, in a statement. "Through our partnerships, we're providing resources to aid local organizations to have an even greater impact on our community." 

Local nonprofits "make our area a much better place to live and work," said Kenneth Kahn, secretary/treasurer of the tribe's powerful Business Committee. 

He spoke of years when tribal members relied on the help of organizations, calling them "challenging" times. 

"You were there when we were struggling," he noted, indicating the reservation had no running water until the late 1960s. 

The tribe, he added, is "fortunate to have the opportunity to go full circle and give back." 

Among the recipients Thursday were the Buellton Rotary, People Helping People of the Santa Ynez Valley, the Santa Barbara Police Foundation, Arts Outreach, Santa Barbara County Education Office, American Indian Health and Services and the Santa Barbara Zoological Gardens, among others. About 50 people attended the event. 

"All these organizations serve an extremely valuable role in our community," Ms. Sandoval said. "Thank you for all that you do." 

Three representatives from American Indian Health and Services in Santa Barbara accepted a donation Thursday. The money will be used for operational costs for the organization's new dental clinic, said Scott Black, executive director, who was joined by board chairwoman Linda Murray and Brent Baldwin, director of operations and general counsel. 

"We're very honored to receive this support," Mr. Baldwin said. "At a time when state funding is being slashed, every grant dollar is valuable." 

Teacher programs for the Santa Barbara County Education Office got a monetary boost as well. 

"This money will go straight into teachers' hands," said Petti Pfau , director of teacher programs and support, following the luncheon. 

Public school teachers can apply for more than a dozen grants to help them teach about topics such as technology, energy or to do philanthropic work. 

"It's unbelievable," Ms. Pfau said. 

As part of its thanks to the organizations, the tribe brought in motivational speaker Craig Valentine, the 1999 world champion of public speaking for Toastmasters International. Mr. Valentine earned that title by beating more than 25,000 contestants in 14 countries. 

In an engaging and interactive address, Mr. Valentine urged the nonprofit leaders to learn to tell the story of their work. 

"Tell a story and make a point," he said. "When people listen to your story, they'll hear your point." 

The Chumash Foundation's second grant cycle will close later this year. 


