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Kayode-Godfrey at Chumash 

By Francisco Salazar
Fight fans on the Central Coast of California will enjoy the upcoming May 13th fight card at the Chumash Casino Resort in Santa Ynez. Four weeks later, they will be able to double their pleasure with another fight card at the same venue. Gary Shaw confirmed to Fightnews.com that unbeaten cruiserweight contender Lateef Kayode will take on Matt Godfrey in a 10 round bout on Friday, June 10th. Also on the “ShoBox: the New Generation” card will be a battle of unbeaten lightweights, as Archie Ray Marquez faces Art Hovhannisyan in an eight round bout. 

Kayode, (16-0, 14 KO’s) from Hollywood, CA by way of Lagos, Nigeria, struggled to win a closer-than-expected 10 round unanimous decision over Nick Iannuzzi in his last fight. Kayode, who is trained by Freddie Roach and promoted by Gary Shaw, will fight for the fifth time at Chumash Casino Resort. 

Godfrey, (20-2, 10 KO’s) from Providence, RI, has not fought since being stopped by world title holder Marco Huck in the fifth round in August. The victory snapped a four-bout winning streak for the 30 year old. 

Godfrey does hold victories over previously unbeaten fighters Shaun George and Shawn Hawk, along with a second round stoppage over Felix Cora, Jr. 

The eight round lightweight co-feature bout will match two boxer-punchers with stellar amateur backgrounds. 

Earlier this month, Marquez, (12-0, 8 KO’s) from Albuquerque, NM, won a controversial eight round unanimous decision over Johnny Frazier. Frazier, who was a late sub, had Marquez down in the seventh round and was able to hurt him again in the final round. 

Prior to Frazier bout, Marquez stopped hard-nosed Juan Santiago in the third round of a scheduled eight round bout in October. 

Hovhannisyan (13-0-1, 7 KO’s) from Glendale, CA by way of Gyumri, Armenia, stopped Jose Alfedo Lugo in his last fight this past Saturday. 

Hovhannisyan has fought mostly between 135 to 140 pounds throughout most of his career. After fighting his first three professional fights in Europe, Hovhannisyan has fought all of his fights in Southern California. 

Bantamweight power puncher Chris Avalos will face TBA.

The rest of the card will be announced at a later date. 

