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Kayode puts on a show at casino
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After an underwhelming yet still unanimous decisi                                                on victory over Nicholas Ianuzzi in February in the same Samala Showroom at the Chumash Casino, cruiserweight Lateef “Power” Kayode was sure to live up to his nickname for his most recent fight, Friday in Santa Ynez.

For the most part Kayode (17-0, 14 KOs) lived up to his moniker, but he didn’t get the knockout he was hoping for.

Showtime hit the jackpot with its latest installment of the acclaimed ShoBox: The New Generation series of fights at the Samala Showroom with two co-feature bouts filled with world-class brawler, with Kayode racking up another impressive win as the main event.

Those in attendance at the Chumash Casino Resort in Santa Ynez definitely got their money’s worth.

Kayode put on a show by dominating Matt “Too Smooth” Godfrey (20-3, 10KOs), while dancing a little in the ring as Godfrey was trying to show him up.

 “He looked pretty good, but I want more,” Kayode’s trainer Freddie Roach said. “Marco Huck (cruiserweight world champion) is a very crafty, experienced fighter and it was good to get some more rounds in tonight, but it’s just one step closer to taking that big fight.

However, for the fifth and possibly final time at the Chumash, Kayode made the trip from the Wild Card Gym in Hollywood, owned by the world-renowned trainer Roach, and made his way back home with a victory.

This time it was against a former title-contender in Godfrey.

After this dazzling performance, Kayode may finally have earned enough respect to fight across the border in Las Vegas for his next bout.

“Yeah this is my last fight for Showtime actually,” Kayode said. “My team and manager said I’m ready to make the jump to be on HBO or pay-per-view now.”

And Kayode definitely has the tools to pay the bills with his chiseled body.

With Kayode’s rock-hard physique against Godfrey’s doughy body, this fight could’ve been dubbed the “Bodybuilder vs. the Bowler.”

Kayode knocked down Godfrey in the first round and dazed the 30-year-old countless times before winning the fight by unanimous decision. Kayode knocked down Godfrey a total of three times in the 10-round bout. The scores were 98-90, 97-90, 98-89.

At one point Godfrey woke up and caught Kayode with a wicked left hand that seriously dazed the favorite, but Kayode was able to fend off Godfrey with some punches after the stars went away.

The co-feature bouts, featuring lesser known welterweights and bantamweights, brought the most exciting action.

The fight between Art Hovhannisyan (14-0-1 8 KOs) and Archie Ray Marquez (12-1, 8 KOs) sparked the crowd to life with a bout filled with the brutal boxing action they all paid to see.

Hovhannisyan scored knockdowns in the first two rounds, taking the fight to Marquez from the moment the opening bell rung — much to the dismay of the pro-Marquez crowd.

Hovhannisyan recorded his second knockdown after he followed his left hand with a shove of a right hand.

In the third round both fighters traded blows with Marquez beginning to land his fair share. The second round easily created the most crowd-pleasing action of the evening.

Still, Marquez easily took more shots, but never wavered and landed many of his own.

Marquez went down again in the fourth round, but got right back up again.

Then Armenian Hovhannisyan smelled blood in the water, and after many in the room could feel it coming, Hovhannisyan finally put a ribbon on his masterful showing with a lightning bolt of a left hook.

Instantly Marquez dropped to the mat. In the blink of an eye Marquez was tagged with his first professional loss at 1:06 of the sixth round.

As it turned out, this incredible fight was just an appetizer for the rest of the evening.

In the third round of the undercard fight between Chris “Hitman” Avalos (18-1, 15 KOs) and Khabir “The Crazy Russian” Suleymanov (11-0, 5 KOS), Avalos knocked down Suleymanov but Suleymanov popped up so quickly Avalos continued to throw punches even as the referee was attempting to count on the knock down and continued to land punches as the referee was standing in between the two brawlers.

Avalos, a 21-year-old from Lancaster, would later win the fight by unanimous decision.

Even though Kayode may never fight on the Central Coast again, as he will probably fight on the strip in Vegas, his trainer Roach wouldn’t mind coming back again.

“It’s a nice change,” said Roach, who was in Julio Cesar Chavez Jr.’s corner at Staples Center just two weeks ago. “It was a good crowd and it was definitely exciting. But, you know we still have a ways to go with Lateef and there are some learning processes to go through.”

