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	Two North County businesses have pitched in to make sure Lompoc residents see a bit of the rocket's red glare on Independence Day.

Earlier this year, the Celite Corp., a subsidiary of Imerys, committed to a "Community Challenge" to match community contributions up to $10,000.

In May, the city Parks, Recreation and Urban Forestry Department received a call from the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians Foundation committing to donate $10,000.

Those two major donations mean Lompoc will hold its July Fourth fireworks show, said JoAnne Plummer, city recreation manager.

Mayor John Linn and Councilman Dirk Starbuck have kicked in $100 each, and a number of locals contributed, Ms. Plummer said.

At Tuesday's council meeting, representatives from Celite and the Chumash Foundation presented checks to the Lompoc City Council.

The annual July Fourth celebration has been held for more than 40 years at Lompoc High School's Huyck Stadium. After years of production by the Lompoc Fire Department, the city took over the responsibility 14 years ago.

The past two years have seen the fireworks display in jeopardy because of tight budgets, Ms. Plummer noted.

In 2009, residents raised the money to hold the show, and donated equipment and time to get the show open.

"Countless staff hours were saved from the budget expenses due to volunteers for set up, tear down and throughout the event," Ms. Plummer explained.

Last year, the response was bleak as coordinators began the process of planning community fireworks, she said.

The Chumash Foundation ended up giving $20,000 to support the show last year.

"They recognized that the citizens of Lompoc gave so much of themselves in 2009 and knew that they would do it again, if they could," Ms. Plummer said. "The Lompoc Parks, Recreation and Urban Forestry Department would not have the ability to coordinate a show last year if it were not for the foundation's contribution."

The same was true this year with Celite and the foundation, she noted.

According to Chumash Foundation representatives, the charitable group donated a total of $43,000 this year to Santa Barbara County fireworks efforts. The foundation also donated $3,000 to Santa Barbara, $10,000 to Goleta, $10,000 to Santa Maria and $10,000 to Solvang fireworks.

"The Fourth of July fireworks show is an important event for these local cities and its community members," said Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman for the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, in a statement. "We're pleased to provide the funding needed to keep the long-standing tradition of the fireworks shows."

The foundation began receiving pleas for donations four months ago.

"Those requests were submitted by city Parks and Recreation departments, Chambers of Commerce and Rotarian groups," foundation representatives noted. "All groups faced the same obstacle -- costs to put on the fireworks were a larger expense than the small communities could afford."

The Lompoc show will open this year at 5 p.m. on July Fourth at the high school stadium. For those buying tickets for the ground show, there will be children's activities such as inflatable bounce houses, face painting and carnival games. The Lompoc Fire Department will sell cotton candy and other snacks will be available for purchase.

Pre-sale tickets are $4 for adults and $2 for children until July 2. At the door, tickets will be $7 for adults and $5 for children.

Tickets can be purchased at the Anderson Recreation Center, 125 W. Walnut Ave. The office is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. Starting Monday the center will be open until 7 p.m.

Tickets also are available at Lompoc Community Bank.
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