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More than $1.4 Million in grants was approved today by the Indian Gaming Benefit Committee.

The money will help pay for more than half a dozen first responders, with an emphasis on helping in the Santa Ynez Valley.

The grants come from the Special Distribution Fund which was set up when tribal compacts were signed in 1999.

Basically, it's money tribes get through gaming, which is then paid to the state and distributed back to local communities.

It's designed to help local governments handle off- reservation impacts of tribal gaming.

Today, the Santa Ynez Band of the Chumash Indians sponsored more then $600,000 for the Sheriff's Department, for five Deputy Sheriff positions. More than $500,000 for the Santa Barbara County Fire Department, for a Firefighter/Paramedic and more than $100,000 for Buellton law enforcement services.

The tribe also voted to approve more than $100,000 in discretionary funds for Solvang.

The money is to go towards the widening project of Alamo Pintado Bridge on Highway 246.

