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Chumash tribal leaders re-elected 
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Vincent Armenta, tribal chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, and all the incumbent members of the tribe’s business committee have been re-elected, the tribe announced Monday.

Business committee members are David Dominguez, Richard Gomez, Kenneth Kahn and Gary Pace. Armenta ran unopposed.

“Now in my 12th year as a tribal chairman, I am honored that my fellow tribal members have the confidence in me to continue to lead our tribal nation,” Armenta said in a statement released by the tribe as he begins his seventh term as chairman.

“The past dozen years have been the most exciting years of my life,” he added.

“I have significantly expanded my knowledge of government, business, community and our tribe’s own culture and history in order to better serve my tribe.”

Gomez, who has been involved in tribal politics for decades, was re-elected to his eight consecutive term on the tribe’s leadership team. Kahn and Pace were both elected to their fifth terms. Dominguez, who served as tribal chairman for nearly a decade in the 1990s, was re-elected to his fourth term on the business committee.

The tribe elects members of its business committee every two years.

Tribal members nominated candidates for tribal chairman and business committee in the tribe’s monthly general council meeting in February. Ballots were mailed to eligible voting tribal members (those 21 and older), who were also given the option of voting in person at the Tribal Hall on March 3.

The tribe’s business committee is responsible for establishing policies and overseeing the legal and business affairs of the tribe, while providing for the economic well being of its members.

The business committee must obtain approval from the general council (the tribal membership) for issues regarding managing and directing tribal revenue.

The tribe owns and operates the Chumash Casino Resort in Santa Ynez, Hotel Corque and Root 246 restaurant in Solvang and various other properties.

With 1,600 employees, the tribe is the largest employer in the Santa Ynez Valley.

