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Holt KOs Diaz at Chumash

By Kevin Klein / Assistant Sports Editor / kklein@santamariatimes.com Santa Maria Times | Posted: Friday, May 13, 2011 



Julio Diaz attempts to get back up after being knocked down by Kendall Holt Friday night during “Friday Night Fights” at the Chumash Casino in Santa Ynez.//Mark Brown/Staff 

Billed as “Champion vs. Champion,” Friday night’s main event at the Chumash Casino’s Samala Showroom featured two former boxing champs attempting to claw their way back to a title fight.

Entering the scheduled 10-round match, both Kendall “Rated R” Holt, a former WBO Light Welterweight champ, and Julio Diaz, a former IBF Lightweight champ, knew that a win in this televised fight would propel them toward the next step in their comebacks.

In the ESPN “Friday Night Fights” series’ first-ever appearance in Santa Ynez, Holt took his opportunity and swung with it. With one huge left hook, Holt sent Diaz to the mat in the third round amid the applause of the packed Samala Showroom.

Holt, already in or around the Top Ten in several boxing organizations rankings, believes this victory and a renewed dedication to the sport will put him even higher in the world rankings.

“I should be in the top three because of this win,” Holt said. “And now, by cutting out all my extracurricular activities, all I think about is raising my son and boxing.”

With New York Giants running back Brandon Jacobs in Holt’s corner, the Paterson New Jersey boxer started the bout with some hesitancy, largely in part to an injury he sustained in the ring.

“Something went wrong,” said Holt of that first round.

After throwing a right-left combination, Holt stated that he felt his right shoulder fail him. Luckily, his left one felt just fine.

In the third round, Holt faded with his right, and when Diaz bit on the fake, he threw a devastating left hook to the head that connected and sent a dazed Diaz down to the mat.

“He thought I was hurt,” Holt said. “I knew from watching tape that he was going to throw a left, so I dipped right and threw my own left hook.”

The TKO at 2:37 into round three sends Holt to a 27-4 record and improves his knockout count to 15 in his career. Diaz drops to 38-7.

In the co-main event on the evening’s fight card, Jonathan “Mantequilla” Gonzalez of Puerto Rico put his perfect 12-0 record — and 12-straight knockout streak — on the line against Chicagoan Rudy Cisneros (12-2, 11 KOs) in a junior middleweight bout.

The fight started slowly, but gradually capitulated in rounds four through seven. After Gonzalez earned slight victories in the first three rounds, Cisneros went on the attack in the fourth. Unleashing some good combinations to the body and jabs to the head, Cisneros managed to score points in rounds four and five. In round six, however, Cisneros showed fatigue from his all-out efforts and Gonzalez, with a wry smile wrapped around his face, knew it.

Midway through the sixth, Gonzalez had Cisneros against the ropes and ripped repeated right-left, right-lefts. A bleeding Cisneros escaped the round, but wouldn’t survive the seventh. In the final frame, Gonzalez again pinned Cisneros against the ropes. In a fighting oddity, Cisneros’ corner attempted to throw in the towel, but the literal towel thrown got hung-up on the ropes. With the referee’s eyes on the action, a dazed Cisneros was required to take a few more blows before his corner could end the fight — giving Gonzalez his 13th knockout in as many tries just under two minutes into round seven.

In undercard action, Santa Barbara fighter Francisco Santana (12-2-1) and Julian Williams (6-0-1) of Philadelphia gutted through a six-round junior middleweight bout. After a harrowing back-and-forth fight, the two exhausted fighters flailed left and rights until the final bell. The judges were left with a tough decision, but took the middle road, declaring it an even draw.

Arroyo Grande native and Santa Maria Boxing Club fighter Rufino Serrano (9-3) kept his winning streak going at the Chumash Casino, edging out Ramon Flores with a unanimous decision following a hard-fought six rounds.

In the lone women’s boxing match of the night, two-time Jr. Olympic champion Seniesa Estrada made her pro debut against Maria Ruiz. Estrada boxed her way to a unanimous decision and a perfect start to her young career.

Ringside notes: Celebrities in attendance included NBA player Tim Thomas and boxing star Sergio Martinez. Fighting primarily as a middleweight, Martinez is currently ranked as the No. 2 pound-for-pound fighter in the world behind Manny Pacquiao.

