[image: image1.png]SANTA YNEZW@%VALLEY NEws





Summer brings many great events

Richard Gomez/Commentary Santa Ynez Valley News | Posted: Thursday, May 26, 2011 

As we move away from the spring season and shift quickly into the summer, we will be jumping into a variety of fun activities at our business enterprises as well as our reservation.

June means graduation time and excitement is in the air as students get ready to close one chapter in their lives and move on to the next venture. Whether it’s graduation from middle school, high school, trade school or college, we are all preparing for graduation ceremonies for our children, grandchildren or other relatives.

Each year we celebrate the accomplishments of our tribal students by holding our own graduation ceremony to honor and recognize our esteemed students and their academic achievements. This year, our graduation celebration will be held at our Hotel Corque in Solvang at the end of June.

In July, we will once again hold “Camp Kalawashaq,” a summer camp for tribal children that focuses on recreation and education. The camp is open to tribal youth from ages 6 to 13 and offers a unique combination of fun and cultural crafts. Camp participants will also learn from our elders about the ways of our ancestors.

Our first Camp Kalawashaq was established in 2004 and has become tremendously popular within our tribal community.

Also in the month of July is our annual Corvette car giveaway at the Chumash Casino Resort. It has become a tradition to celebrate July 4th by providing our guests with an opportunity to win a red, white or blue Corvette.

The summer months also bring a wide range of great performers to our Samala Showroom. The line-up begins with singer-songwriters Lyle Lovett and John Hiatt on June 2. The popular ShoBox returns June 10. Other shows this summer include “Weird Al” Yankovic; comedian, actor, and country music artist Rodney Carrington; Paquita-La Barrio; The Monkees; comedian Russell Brand; and ventriloquist and stand-up comedian Jeff Dunham.

There will also be plenty of action at our restaurants this summer as three venues offer outdoor patio dining. At two of our three restaurants at the Chumash Casino Resort — The Willows and the Creekside Buffet — you can dine in comfort as you take in the fresh summer air on the patios. At our restaurant in Solvang, Root 246, patio dining means comfy sofas and delicious fare prepared by celebrity chef Bradley Ogden and his team of chefs.

As much as I liked the spring and its new beginnings, I’m looking forward to all that the summer has to offer in our community. On the reservation, at the Chumash Casino Resort, at Hotel Corque, at Root 246, out in the community — wherever you are this summer, you will have a great time in the Valley.

Richard Gomez is the vice chairman of the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians.

